INTRODUCTION
In the course of a comprehensive study of the subtribe Ruschiinae (M. Dehn) and the preparation of a survey o f the genera of the Aizoaceae (H.E.K. Hartmann), the genus Amphibolia L. Bol. ex Herre (Toelken & Jessop 1976 ) has been re-examined. The results and taxonomic conse quences are presented. Bolus (1965) . It was lectotypified and thus validated by Herre (1971) . Toelken & Jessop (1976) reviewed the nomenclature and supplied correct names for all five species included in the genus at that time.
Amphibolia was first described by
The history o f the genus started earlier, though, when Bolus (1962) noticed that the two species she had described in the genus Stoeberia Schwant. (S. hallii, S. littlewoodii) did not conform with the generic characters of that genus, 'a new genus is therefore required for them ...' (I.e. p. 14). 
RESULTS
Since the diagnosis of Amphibolia stresses fruit characters, the present re-examination also concentrates on capsules. The holotypes of all five species placed in the genus were examined. Three different combinations of the relevant character expressions could be distinguished (Table 1) Figure ID) . A. stayneri shows no closing device at all.
It seems that in the last three species mentioned the prominent free end o f the placenta (PL in Figure ID ) has been understood to represent a closing body (compare data from descriptions in Table 1 ). This interpretation, however, has to be rejected. The relevant placental structure is not in direct contact with the tangential endocarp, as would be necessary for an endocarpal closing body ( (Hartmann 1988) . Within this group, the nearest relative seems to be the genus Mestoklema (this hypothesis is supported by the formation o f a remarkable storage root in A. stayneri, a feature com mon in M estoklem a, but further characters will have to be examined). The results show that only two species, A. maritima and A. littlew oodii, conform with the generic diagnosis. This im plies that the lectotype species (A. hallii) selected by Herre (1971) is in serious conflict with the protologue (Greuter et al. 1988, art. 8.2,b ) and has to be replaced by one of the two species named above. A. maritima is selected as the new lectotype species because its valve wings are particularly broad, thus conforming best with the genus Stoeberia considered to be closest to Amphibolia by Bolus (1965) when she established the latter genus.
The taxonomy of the genus Amphibolia, as given below, reflects the present state of knowledge.
